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Introduction 

 
 
The Thunder Bay Police Service’s Traffic Management Plan addresses traffic law enforcement 
and road safety within the jurisdiction of the Thunder Bay Police. The Police Services Act 
stipulates every Chief of Police shall establish procedures on traffic management, traffic law 
enforcement and road safety. Further, traffic safety is always one of the top concerns of citizens 
in most communities across Canada and motor vehicle collisions are the cause of millions of 
dollars in damages and the loss of more the 1,700 lives nationally in 2016 according to Statistic 
Canada. Nearly all citizens of Thunder Bay and Oliver Paipoonge are affected in some way by 
traffic safety issues.  This plan aims at addressing the quality of mobility and safety for all road 
users in our jurisdiction.   
 
Traffic is the movement of people and goods, on and through a publicly supported infrastructure 
of roadways.  All users of our roadways have a vested interest in traffic safety and efficiency.  
These roadways are publicly funded and represent a major government investment. 
 
The ease of mobility through our public roadways comes at a considerable risk.  According to the 
2016 Ontario Road Safety Annual Report there were 35,533 collisions in Ontario involving injuries 
and 439 fatal collisions resulting in 483 deaths. This equates to approximately one death every 
18 hours due to a motor vehicle collision in Ontario. This is a concerning statistic especially 
considering these are preventable deaths.  
 
The adage of motor vehicle collisions being an accepted and unpreventable aspect of roadway 
usage has long been rebuked. The reality is every motor vehicle collision is a preventable event.  
An error was made by one or multiple parties in order to cause it.  It is not an accident.  It is these 
errors that the Thunder Bay Police Traffic unit targets through education and enforcement 
initiatives targeting all users of our roadways. 
 
The collision investigators who attend at and conduct thorough investigations of serious injury 
and fatal motor vehicle collisions are the same officers in the Traffic Unit who are involved in 
implementing educational and enforcement plans aimed at reducing the tragic collisions they are 
all too often witness to.  As a result, our focus going forward is proactive to reduce these 
preventable tragedies.  
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 Where we are today 

 
 
There are more than 1,000 kilometers of roadway in the City of Thunder Bay and Oliver 
Paipoonge. The following is a snapshot of the motor vehicle collisions that have occurred within 
the jurisdiction of the Thunder Bay Police Service over a six-year period from 2013 to 2018.  The 
statistics have remained relatively stable with only slight variations during this timeframe. 
 
Year Fatal collisions Collisions with 

injuries 
Collisions 
without injuries 

Total 

2013 5 458 3,313 3,776 
2014 3 422 3,292 3,717 
2015 3 384 3,056 3,443 
2016 1 435 3,081 3,517 
2017 3 434 3,134 3,571 
2018 3 598 2,955 3,556 
TOTAL 18 2,731 18,831 21,580 

 
To put these statistics in perspective, the Thunder Bay Police Service investigates nearly 10 
collisions per day on a yearly average, ranging from minor collisions occurring in parking lots to 
serious injury or fatal collisions. 

 
Our focus going forward 
The educational, enforcement and investigative aspects of traffic management have been 
changing and continue to significantly change as new technology becomes available.  Recently 
the Thunder Bay Police Service purchased a UAV (unmanned aerial vehicle). This aerial vehicle, 
managed out of the Traffic Unit, will be used to assist officers throughout the service with various 
investigations. A specific use by the Traffic Unit will be to take detailed aerial photos from above 
serious motor vehicle collision scenes.   
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This gives collision reconstructionists a new tool to assist in determining the cause and series of 
events leading up to a collision and in turn will assist the Traffic Unit to develop new education 
and enforcement initiatives directly aimed at preventing similar collisions in the future.   
 
The Thunder Bay Police Service is also inquiring into obtaining an Automatic License Plate 
Recognition system.  This system is capable of checking numerous plates of all vehicles on the 
roadway within view simultaneously. This allows officers to identify vehicles that are not properly 
plated, stolen or belong to a registered owner who is a suspended driver. These technologies and 
others being developed will assist the Thunder Bay Police Service to address our primary focus 
areas regarding traffic safety in our community.   
 

 
 

The following are our traffic safety priorities for 2019 to 2020: 
 

1. The Thunder Bay Police Service will actively seek out and enforce all impaired driving 
violations.  Impaired driving has traditionally been thought of being impaired by alcohol 
however with marijuana becoming legal in 2018, greater focus will be given to impaired 
driving by drug. This includes being impaired by any drug, which includes prescription 
medication. 

 
2. Thunder Bay Police will focus on removing suspended drivers from our roadways.  Every 

year numerous fail to remain collisions occur within our jurisdiction.  Many of these 
collisions are found to involve a suspended or unlicensed driver who was at fault.  
Individuals are suspended for a reason and by removing these individuals from the 
roadways, and having their vehicles impounded in certain circumstances, our roadways 
will become safer.  Use of new technology stated above will greatly assist with this goal. 
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3. Similar to many communities across 
Canada, Thunder Bay has an aging 
population.  Aging provides challenges 
that can directly affect the ability to 
safely operate a motor vehicle.  Special 
attention will be given to educational 
programs directed at seniors and safe 
driving.  Enforcement of driver’s license 
suspensions due to diminished driving 
skills will also be targeted. 
 
4. Continued and ongoing enforcement 
of aggressive and distracted driving.  
This includes numerous areas of 
enforcement such as speed 
enforcement, traffic light and stop sign 
enforcement and cell phone 
enforcement.  Traffic officers will 
continue to develop innovative 
enforcement and educational initiatives 
aimed at reducing aggressive and 
distracted driving thereby reducing 
collisions. 
 
5. High priority and special attention will 
again be given to the media, both news 
and social media platforms.  The Traffic 
Unit will work with the media to ensure 
the educational component of road 

safety is publicized to as much of the public as possible. The Traffic Unit will also work 
with the media to ensure the public is aware of the enforcement and penalties for those 
individuals who do not obey traffic laws.  This is aimed at deterring potential offenders 
from committing future offences. 

 
 
A review of the traffic safety priorities will be conducted on an annual basis to ensure each priority 
is being properly addressed by the Traffic Unit.  Adjustments will be made if required to ensure 
adequate resources are being deployed to address each issue. 


